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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended): An aluminum rear case assembly for a tractor trailer 
body, comprising a frame assembly comprising an extruded aluminum top rail, an 
extruded aluminum bottom rail, and a pair of extruded aluminum side rails connecting the 
top and bottom rails, each of the side rails having an exterior - surface and an interior 
swfa €o, tho interior surface of the oido mil having a groove channel that extends 
substantially along the entire length of an exnos cd side of each side raih the groove 
channel is adapted to receive a substantially vertically extending stiffener member, the 
frame assembly defining a rectangular shape and having an exposed side facing outward 
from the trailer body when the rear case assembly is attached to the trailer body and an 
internal side configured to be attached to the trailer body. 



2. (Original): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further comprising 
a light guard assembly attached to the bottom rail on the exposed side of the frame 
assembly, the light guard assembly comprising a pair of light guard members and a 
bumper member connecting the light guard members, the light guard members each 
defining at least one light-receiving socket. 
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3. (Original); The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 2 wherein the light 
guard members are formed of aluminum sheet material and the bumper member is formed 
of extruded aluminum, and wherein the light guard members are fixedly joined to the 
bumper member. 

4. (Original): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 2 wherein the light 
guard members and bumper member are integrally formed as one piece. 

5. (Canceled): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further comprising 
a pair of stiffener members attached to the side rails, respectively, on the exposed side of 
the frame assembly for increasing the strength of the side rails. 

6. (Original): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 5 wherein the 
stiffener members are formed of aluminum sheet material and welded to the side rails. 

7. (Original): The aluminum rear ease assembly of claim 1 further comprising 
a pair of reinforcement plates attached, respectively, to the side rails and bottom rail on 
the internal side of the frame assembly. 
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8. (Original): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 7 wherein the 
reinforcement plates are formed of aluminum sheet material and welded to the side rails 
and bottom rail, 

9. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising at least a pair of extruded aluminum hinges attached to the side rails, 
respectively. 

10. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 9 wherein the 
aluminum hinges are attached to the side rails by mechanical fasteners or by welds. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising cast aluminum corner joints connecting the bottom rail and side rails. 

12. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 1 further 
comprising cast aluminum corner joints connecting the top rail and side rails. 

13. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising cast aluminum corner joints connecting the top rail and side rails. 
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1 4. (Original); The aluminum rear case assembly of claim I wherein the top rail 
and side rails and the bottom rail and side rails arc connected together by mechanical 
fasteners or welds. 

15. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 wherein the top 
rail and side rails are connected together by mechanical fasteners or welds and the bottom 
rail and side rails arc connected together by cast aluminum comer joints. 

16. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising at least one extruded aluminum hinge member affixed to at least one of the 
side rails, the hinge member comprising an extruded aluminum base plate and an 
extruded aluminum hinge plate connected to the base plate by a pin, the hinge plate 
having a cylindrical portion for receiving the pin to connect the hinge plate to the base 
plate. 

1 7. (Withdrawn): A method of making a rear case assembly for a trailer body, 
comprising the steps of: 

extruding a top rail comprised of aluminum; 
extruding a pair of side rails comprised of aluminum; and 
joining the top rail to the side rails and the bottom rail to the side rails to form a 
rectangular shaped frame assembly. 
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1 8. ( Withdrawn): The method of claim 1 7 wherein the top rail is joined to the 
side rails by mechanical fasteners or welds. 

19. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 18 wherein the bottom rail is joined to 
the side rails by mechanical fasteners or welds. 

20. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 17 wherein the bottom rail is joined to 
the side rails by mechanical fasteners or welds. 

21. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 17 further comprising the steps of 
casting a pair of aluminum comer joints and joining the top rail to the side rails with the 
corner joints, respectively. 

22. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 21 further comprising the steps of 
casting a pair of aluminum corner joints and joining the bottom rail to the side rails with 
the corner joints. 

23. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 17 further comprising the steps of 
casting a pair of aluminum corner joints and joining the bottom rail to the side rails with 
the corner joints. 
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24. (Withdrawn); The method of claim 23 wherein the top rail is joined to the 
side rails by mechanical fasteners or welds. 

25. (Withdrawn): A trailer body, comprising a box-shaped cargo area having a 
rear end and an aluminum rear case assembly attached to the rear end, the aluminum rear 
case assembly comprising a frame assembly comprising an extruded aluminum top rail, 
an extruded aluminum bottom rail, and a pair of extruded aluminum side rails connecting 
the top and bottom rails, the frame assembly defining a rectangular shape and having an 
exposed side facing outward from the trailer body and an internal side attached to the 
rear. 

26. (Canceled) 
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